
Dr. Rick Koubek
President of Michigan Technological University

I would like to bring to your attention a shocking physical attack that was directed against 
Michigan Tech students who were promoting a new pro-freedom student group, Turning Point 
USA (https://www.tpusa.com ), at the recent K-Day university function.  You can see video of 
the attack, which was documented here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
app=desktop&v=4YQVOT5LMoo&feature=youtu.be 

It’s unfortunate that one of the most-watched videos this year of Michigan Tech will be of a 
progressive student violently depriving conservative students of their basic right to speech.  At 
the time of writing this letter, less than 48 hours after the incident, video views are at nearly 
50,000.  I’m sure you will be as horrified as I am at the prospect that our wonderful campus 
community, of which we are all very proud, may now be perceived by many prospective 
families as hostile towards anyone who respectfully and peacefully disagrees with the 
progressive points of view.

I also want to bring to your attention that conservative, pro-freedom, and religious perspectives
are shared by a large fraction of the student body and the faculty, and these perspectives have 
been historically marginalized at Michigan Tech.  National speakers brought to the university 
have almost exclusively advocated for progressive points of view. As an example, please see the
following link to last year’s speakers: https://www.mtu.edu/news/2021/03/justice-for-all-mtu-
institute-brings-national-speakers-for-community-discussion.html .  

On behalf of conservative students and organizations, I kindly ask for a formal public 
declaration from you that explicitly includes conservative, pro-freedom, and religious students 
and faculty as valued members of our diverse campus community.  We seek formal action from 
the University against the student who attacked us, as would assuredly be the case if the roles 
were reversed.  And we seek your support for our invitations to national conservative speakers 
to come and speak at Michigan Tech, so that our students are able to learn from a diverse 
spectrum of viewpoints.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jarek Drelich
Professor 
Materials Science & Engineering

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=4YQVOT5LMoo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=4YQVOT5LMoo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.mtu.edu/news/2021/03/justice-for-all-mtu-institute-brings-national-speakers-for-community-discussion.html
https://www.mtu.edu/news/2021/03/justice-for-all-mtu-institute-brings-national-speakers-for-community-discussion.html
https://www.tpusa.com/

